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Preparedness LeadersPreparedness Leaders

Does the dental public Does the dental public 
health program have an health program have an 
emergencyemergency preparedness preparedness 
planplan to to sustainsustain services or services or 
mitigatemitigate prolonged prolonged 
recovery?recovery?
Does the dental Does the dental 
community have an community have an 
emergencyemergency preparedness preparedness 
planplan to to expediteexpedite the the 
return of patients to return of patients to 
dental care?dental care?



StateState Response Response PlanPlan establishes establishes PrioritiesPriorities
Ensure public order and safetyEnsure public order and safety
Assure vital Assure vital resourcesresources

Clean water, shelter, and foodClean water, shelter, and food
Communications; gasCommunications; gas
Medical care; search and rescueMedical care; search and rescue
Debris removal; transportationDebris removal; transportation

AssessAssess extent extent andand severity severity ofof diseasedisease
Prevents spread of diseasePrevents spread of disease



Your Role inYour Role in This ProcessThis Process
Act as a stateAct as a state health health 
officialofficial
Build relationshipBuild relationship
with emergency with emergency 
preparedness director preparedness director 
Participate in Participate in 
preparedness planning, preparedness planning, 
training, and response training, and response 
activitiesactivities
SpeakSpeak up at grantup at grant
preparation time!preparation time!

http://www.HealthyMS.com



Completion of Training is Monitored



Motel Room, Biloxi, MS

August 29, 2005

Clarion-Ledger

Mitigation & Crisis Events



Other Education ResourcesOther Education Resources

http://www2.sph.unc.http://www2.sph.unc.
edu/nccphp/edu/nccphp/
http://www.hsph.harvhttp://www.hsph.harv
ard.edu/hcphp/ard.edu/hcphp/
http://www.ncdp.mailhttp://www.ncdp.mail
man.columbia.edu/prman.columbia.edu/pr
ogram_cphp.htmogram_cphp.htm



Bay St. Louis, MS (Photo from Clarion-Ledger)

Preparedness Planning



Coordinate / Participate in
Local Medical Response Teams (ESF-8) 
Special Medical Needs Shelters (ESF-6)

Response Planning



Availability of Oral Hygiene Resources



Is the oral health Is the oral health 
community community safesafe? Do ? Do 
you know how to you know how to 
reach them?reach them?
What is the What is the impactimpact to to 
the oral health care the oral health care 
infrastructure? infrastructure? 
How might damaged How might damaged 
offices contribute to offices contribute to 
any any environmentalenvironmental
hazards?hazards?

Preparedness Leadership Preparedness Leadership ––
Status Report?Status Report?



Hancock Co. Harrison Co.

Source: ADA





StatusStatus ReportReport
Impact on Access to Dental Care?Impact on Access to Dental Care?



StatusStatus ReportReport
Impact on Oral Health Status?Impact on Oral Health Status?



Urgent Dental Care – ESF #8



Local Logistics and
Action Requests



Mobile Dental FacilitiesMobile Dental Facilities



Volunteer WorkforceVolunteer Workforce
Emergency Management Assistance Emergency Management Assistance 

Compact (EMAC)Compact (EMAC)

A national disaster relief agreement A national disaster relief agreement 
among 48 states, District of Columbia, among 48 states, District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin IslandsPuerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands
Requires declaration of emergencyRequires declaration of emergency
Provides assistance across state lines Provides assistance across state lines 
for search and rescue, law for search and rescue, law 
enforcement, even managing state oral enforcement, even managing state oral 
health programshealth programs



Recovery Surveillance – December 2005



National – Resource Planning; 
Credentialing; SNS

Local – Family Preparedness; Business Disaster Plan; 
Guidance for Patients; Training 

State – Medical Response; Mass Care; 
Sentinel Event; DMORT 

FEMA; 
DHHS; 
USPHS

Emergency 
Management; 
Health Dept.

ESF 6, 8, 14



National PartnershipsNational Partnerships
Trickle Down ResourcesTrickle Down Resources



What did MS learn?What did MS learn?

MDH now assumes MDH now assumes 
responsibility responsibility 
for SMNSfor SMNS (ESF(ESF--6)6)

Job action sheetsJob action sheets

Need plan for those with Need plan for those with 
ESRDESRD
EEmergency services mergency services 
advance registration of advance registration of 
volunteer health volunteer health 
professionals professionals ((ESARESAR--VHP) VHP) 
Dental Dental missing from missing from 
recovery mass carerecovery mass care
(ESF(ESF--8)8)



Anticipated Actions Anticipated Actions (Needs)(Needs)

ConveneConvene local community planninglocal community planning
Require oral health indicators in community needs assessments?Require oral health indicators in community needs assessments?
Engage the local dental workers in local response teams?Engage the local dental workers in local response teams?

Leadership Leadership trainingtraining to to coordinate volunteerscoordinate volunteers and and logisticslogistics
(mass care)(mass care)
FacilitateFacilitate forensic odontology forensic odontology (DMORT)(DMORT) operationsoperations

Locate and retrieve Locate and retrieve antianti--mortum mortum dental records?dental records?
Engage Engage dentistsdentists in in trainingtraining for for immunizationsimmunizations, replenish , replenish 
prescriptions, triage or other primary health servicesprescriptions, triage or other primary health services
ConveneConvene state dental association and dental education state dental association and dental education 
administrators in statewide emergency planning administrators in statewide emergency planning 
operations operations (currently allopathic only)(currently allopathic only)



Next StepsNext Steps



Thanks for your attention!Thanks for your attention!

Contact Information:Contact Information:
Nicholas Mosca, DDSNicholas Mosca, DDS

Mississippi Department of HealthMississippi Department of Health
Phone (601) 576Phone (601) 576--75007500

Nicholas.mosca@msdh.state.ms.usNicholas.mosca@msdh.state.ms.us


